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To the Editor
We have examined the case report and review article 
written by Bolzacchini et al. entitled “Adult onset of gan-
glioneuroblastoma of the adrenal gland: case report and 
review of the literature” [1]. The authors successfully 
presented a case of adrenal ganglioneuroblastoma in an 
adult patient, a finding that the authors claimed to have 
only been reported in the literature 16 times previously. 
However, in their literature review involving the previous 
cases of adult onset of adrenal ganglioneuroblastoma, 
we believe several grievous errors were made that unfor-
tunately led to their conclusion being inaccurate and 
misleading.

In Table 3 of their article, the authors list their case and 
the supposedly 16 previous reported cases of adult-onset 
adrenal ganglioneuroblastoma, including the patient’s 
age (years) and sex of each case. However, in two of the 
cases they cited [2, 3], the tumor was identified as a gan-
glioneuroma in the patient, not a ganglioneuroblastoma, 
thus resulting in two cases in their review that should not 
have been included. In addition, the authors also mistak-
enly listed these two cases as occurring in males when 
both occurred in females [2, 3]. Their citation of a gangli-
oneuroblastoma case by Fujiwara et al. was also mistak-
enly listed as a male patient when the patient was female 
[4]. The first author’s name, year of the study, and age of 
the patient from reference 14 are also wrongly listed in 

Table 3. The study they cited, [5], was published by Koike 
et al. in 2003 and involved a 50-year-old male with gan-
glioneuroblastoma, but Bolzacchini et al. have the paper 
listed as being published by Kishikawa et al. in 1992, and 
the patient listed as a 29-year-old male. Another error 
was made when the authors recorded the patient’s age 
from reference 11, Cemron et  al., as 58  years old; the 
patient was actually 54 years of age, according to the arti-
cle the authors cited (6). In addition, in the paragraph 
preceding Table 3, the authors say that 14/17 of the cases 
listed in the table occurred in males, but the table shows 
that 13/17 cases occurred in males.

These mistakes resulted in a conclusion made by the 
authors that was inaccurate; this is especially seen in the 
relationship between patient sex and the presence of an 
adrenal ganglioneuroblastoma of adult onset. Addition-
ally, the paper misidentified the number of times this 
tumor type had been reported in the literature at the time 
of 2015, the year of this paper’s publication. Due to the 
extreme rarity of cases for this type of tumor, this publi-
cation significantly impacted the statistics regarding fea-
tures seen in ganglioneuroblastoma.
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